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Abstract

As time is moving forward, the world is becoming more dependent on Internet of
Things (IoT) devices. The vision for the future involves IoT devices participating
in various aspects of our daily lives, including sensing, controlling, and communi-
cating. Such a future requires a significant number of IoT devices, which raises
questions regarding sustainability in terms of battery waste. One promising can-
didate technology for providing power to IoT devices is Wireless Power Transfer
(WPT). WPT can provide a convenient way of powering devices wirelessly, which
decreases the need to use batteries.

It is known that the efficiency of a WPT system is highly dependent on the
waveform used for power transmission, hence it is highly desirable to find waveform
designs that enhance the end-to-end efficiency of WPT. In this work, our goal is
to find waveforms that maximize the harvested power at the receiver of the WPT
system, for a large number of transmitting antennas. We do this by developing
a simulation framework using MATLAB, where we can do fast simulations for
various system parameters, while taking into consideration the full characteristics
of the WPT system.

Through our results we concluded that using Maximum Ratio Transmission is
a viable waveform design strategy with low complexity. Using a larger number of
antennas decreases the distortion caused by the amplifiers at the transmitter and
increases the received power. Moreover, due to the receivers non-linearity, for a
certain average power, having a waveform with a higher Peak to Average Power
Ratio (PAPR) enhances the end-to-end WPT efficiency. However, this is only
true up to a certain limit that depends on the rectifier circuit parameters. We also
investigated several ways of deciding which subcarriers to use for transmission in
the available bandwidth, and found a tone selection scheme aimed at maximizing
the PAPR of the signal at the receiver while maintaining high efficiency at the
transmitter with minimal distortion.
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Popular Science Summary

Have you ever taken a moment to reflect on how wireless communication and
the dawn of the information age have transformed our world? If someone from a
century ago saw what we are able to do with devices in the palms of our hands,
describing their astonishment as a mere "shock" would be an understatement.
Now picture a future where we harness the same ability, but with energy transfer
instead of information transfer. This is precisely the idea behind the topic of
Wireless Power Transfer (WPT), where radio frequency signals are used to transfer
power wirelessly through space, from an energy transmitter to an energy receiver.
In principle, this would allow electricity to be sent through the air, much like how
your Wi-Fi sends data.

Through WPT, we could have networks that conveniently power our ever in-
creasing Internet of Things devices without batteries, even in environments that
are inaccessible for humans, allowing for a significant reduction in battery waste
and contributing to a more sustainable society.

There are numerous challenges that must be tackled to materialize WPT into a
feasible and widely used reality. The biggest among these challenges is enhancing
the efficiency of WPT. Higher efficiency leads to a larger WPT coverage area
and the possibility of using WPT in a wider range of applications. This thesis
recognizes the importance of enhancing the efficiency of WPT and focuses on this
very challenge, by designing signals with characteristics that lead to increased
WPT efficiency. We do this through computer simulations, by tweaking several
signal parameters and assessing their impact on the harvested power at the energy
receiver.

Through our investigations, we noted that finding the transmit signals that
optimize the efficiency is a highly computationally demanding task, especially for
systems with a large number of antennas. This is a major difficulty when designing
signals for WPT. Therefore, in this thesis, to avoid the computational complexity
concern, we explore using a heuristic signal design approach as a way of increasing
the efficiency. As a result, we end up with simulations that demonstrate the
effectiveness of using the heuristic approach, even when considering the entire
WPT system characteristics with a large number of antennas. We also take a
close look at the challenge associated with achieving efficient power transfer while
minimizing interference with other systems. To get more details, we encourage
you to read this thesis.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Background and Motivation

In recent years, there has been a significant increase in research interest regarding
the future of cellular communications, specifically focusing on the sixth generation
of wireless systems, commonly known as 6G. This new phase has captured the at-
tention of both academia and industry, who have set visions for the next generation
of wireless systems. One such vision is to take steps towards enabling green con-
nectivity through increased energy efficiency, especially by zero-energy/emission
Internet of Things (IoT) deployments [1-4]. To achieve this, it is crucial to consider
that one significant driver of emissions attributed to IoT devices is their reliance
on compact batteries, which are primarily lithium-ion-based. Extensive studies on
life cycle analysis have established that these batteries, during their production
and disposal stages, contribute to environmental harm in terms of energy use and
emissions [5,6]. The use of these batteries is expected to experience a dramatic
increase because as 5G continues to mature and 6G looms on the horizon, the
number of IoT devices, serving various purposes such as sensing, controlling, and
processing, is projected to experience a substantial increase [7]. This challenge
becomes even more pronounced when considering that many IoT devices often
require multiple battery replacements throughout their lifetimes since they out-
last the batteries powering them. In fact the authors of [8] predict that 78 billion
batteries powering IoT gadgets will be dumped everyday by 2025. Replacing bat-
teries could also become a more challenging task in scenarios where IoT devices are
deployed in hazardous environments, where it may be difficult or even impossible
for humans to access.

Due to these environmental and practical issues associated with battery re-
placements in IoT devices, researchers have been looking into alternate strategies
to power IoT devices and avoid the need for battery replacements. Energy harvest-
ing techniques that harness energy from the surrounding environment, including
light, thermal, wind, and vibration, offer a viable route in many applications due
to their high efficiency combined with substantial energy density in terms of har-
vested power per unit area [9]. However, these energy collecting techniques heavily
rely on the surrounding environment, posing potential limitations in various sce-
narios. Their effectiveness can be compromised by unpredictable conditions, and
the availability of the ambient energy sources from the environment may be ob-
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structed for extended durations. Furthermore, putting such methods into practice
requires additional hardware for energy harvesting, which can put practical re-
strictions on the form factor of IoT devices by making them bulkier. For these
reasons, in recent times, the research community have been looking at the poten-
tial of powering IoT devices using Radio Freqeuncy (RF) that might lead to a
breakthrough in overcoming the mentioned issues.

Powering devices using RF can be categorized into two different techniques,
namely Wireless Energy Harvesting (WEH) and Wireless Power Transfer (WPT)
[10]. Both of these technologies use RF to power a receiving device wirelessly.
Firstly, WEH is when the harvesting device or Energy Receiver (ER) collects RF
energy that is already available in the surrounding environment from, for example,
RF energy from existing base stations used solely for communication. In contrast,
WPT distinguishes itself from WEH, despite the fact that both technologies use
RF to provide power for devices. While WEH does not rely on a dedicated En-
ergy Transmitter (ET) and instead uses ambient RF energy from the environment,
WPT relies on transmitters designed specifically for energy transfer. This differ-
ence means that the transmitters in the case of WPT are controllable.

It is important to note that IoT devices typically receive much lower power
in the WEH case, compared to WPT, since WEH lacks control of the transmitter
for energy transfer optimization. Due to this, the majority of IoT devices cannot
work solely on WEH [10]. As a result, WPT is a more appealing choice compared
to WEH, since it provides more design flexibility and the possibility of achieving
significantly higher received power. WPT solves many of the mentioned issues as it
allows for powering of devices at a distance in a reliable manner. Having this ability
will reduce the need for replacing batteries which reduces battery waste. WPT can
also help to charge IoT devices in places that are inaccessible for humans. This is
particularly beneficial in scenarios where harvesting power from the environment
is not feasible, such as shadowed areas where traditional energy sources like solar
power may not be viable.

One thing to keep in mind is that WPT is mainly well-suited for low-power
devices such as IoT devices. Advancements in the semiconductor industry have
played a big role in making WPT a viable solution for providing power for such
IoT devices. The increased efficiency of integrated circuits resulting from these
advances has made computations less costly in terms of energy and allowed some
IoT devices to operate with low power consumption, as low as 10-100pW [3].
One good example of an existing application that uses WPT is Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) [11]. In an RFID system, an RFID reader behaves as the
ET and sends an RF signal to communicate and power an RFID tag. The RFID
tag, which behaves as the ER, consists of a harvesting circuit and an integrated
circuit for processing, is powered up by the reader and then processes the received
information and then sends back a message to the reader. RFID tags do not use
any batteries and are entirely powered up by RF, which gives a glimpse of the
possibilities of WPT.

While WPT has many benefits, there are also challenges. The most important
challenge with WPT is low power transfer efficiency due to the wireless channel
in which the energy carrying transmitted electromagnetic waves propagate. This
sets limits on the distances that can be achieved with WPT in practice and it also
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narrows down the possible applications where WPT can be a viable option. Other
challenges include how to deal with exposure related safety risks and potential
interference with other devices or systems. In order to overcome some of these
challenges and make WPT more practical, many studies, such as [12], have focused
on enhancing the overall efficiency, the so-called end-to-end efficiency, of power
transfer from ET to ER. Most of the advances in WPT are mainly being done in
two areas [10]. The first area, which is mainly being pursued by the electronics
community, involves designing the characteristics of the receiver in a way that
enhances the end-to-end efficiency [13]. The second area, which mainly relates
to the wireless communication community, is focused on the design of transmit
waveforms for WPT that increases the efficiency of power transfer and minimizes
power loss due to propagation through the wireless channel [14-17]. The second
area, despite the challenges of WPT, has the advantage of possibly using the
rich existing literature of wireless communications, since a significant part of the
advances in wireless communications can be applied for the benefit of WPT.

The above description motivates an investigation of waveform design approaches
that enables efficient WPT. The goal is to maximize the harvested power at the
ER by designing appropriate waveforms, considering the characteristics of both the
transmitter and receiver. Of particular interest is to present a framework for find-
ing waveform designs for efficient WPT in an environment with Large Intelligent
Surfaces (LIS) and where Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM)
is used. We focus on these, due to the fact that using a large number of antennas
is a promising direction for new systems, and OFDM will most likely be used in
the coming generations of wireless systems.
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1.2 Problem Formulation and Limitations

Within the scope of this thesis, we focus on a single-user WPT system, in which the
ET transmits energy to one ER. The authors of [14] explored transmit strategies
aiming at maximizing the Direct Current (DC) output power harvested at the ER
for an efficient single-user WPT system. The authors started their investigation
under several assumptions, such as sufficiently weak incident RF signal at the
input of the energy harvesting receiver, which allows them to model the WPT
system. Based on this, they present a channel-adaptive waveform design scheme
that maximizes the WPT performance. Furthermore, they expanded their work
to account for an accurate characterization of the ER, and found waveforms that
maximize the efficiency of WPT by solving an optimization problem. However, it is
notable that the authors of [14] did not consider the characteristics and limitations
of the transmitter.

By modeling the ET in a realistic manner, the authors of [18] proposed an op-
timized waveform solution when considering the end-to-end efficiency and demon-
strated how the realistic characterization of the ET presented behaviour that could
significantly degrade the energy harvesting efficiency of WPT. The authors of [18]
successfully showed that this loss in efficiency could be reduced by their proposed
waveform design optimization algorithm. Interestingly, the authors only showed
their results for the single transmit antenna case. This algorithm will be revis-
ited in this work where we take it a step further by analyzing it for the multiple
transmit antenna case.

Our main objective is to formulate efficient waveform designs for systems fea-
turing a large number of antennas, while accounting for the entirety of the WPT
system characteristics. Our aim is to achieve this by using design strategies that
maintain a low computational complexity, so that we can analyze waveform per-
formance in such a system. By doing this, we intend to provide guidelines for
heuristic waveform design approaches across various practical scenarios.

1.3 Methodology

In this thesis, we study different waveform design and power allocation strategies.
In particular, we focus on investigating and designing waveforms for the goal of
maximizing the harvested power at the ER. To achieve this goal, we use two ap-
proaches: an optimization approach using Successive Convex Programming (SCP)
and a more practical, but sub-optimal, approach where we use Maximum Ratio
Transmission (MRT). The limitations of the adopted optimization approach are
discussed and a simulation framework for the MRT approach is presented. The
presented simulation framework allows us to generate and analyze many results
in MATLARB for different parameter setups, where we change: the channel model,
the number of antennas at the transmitter, the number of subcarriers, the quality
of the amplifier, and the subcarrier selections scheme.
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1.4 Thesis Outline

This thesis is organized as follows: In Chapter 2, an overview of a WPT system is
given followed by detailed discussions about efficiency and the various parts of a
WPT system. In Chapter 3, the signal model used in this work is described, differ-
ent waveform design approaches are discussed and the used simulation framework
for generating the results is presented. In Chapter 4, the simulation results are
shown and analyzed. Lastly, in Chapter 5 the conclusions of this thesis are drawn.
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Chapter 2

Technical Background

This chapter provides a general technical background on WPT systems. First, in
Section 2.1, we discuss the structure of WPT systems. After that, in Section 2.2,
we discuss the concept of end-to-end efficiency and how it can be broken down to
three separate efficiencies. In Sections 2.3-2.5, we provide a description of each
efficiency within the context of the corresponding components of the WPT system.

2.1 Overview of Wireless Power Transfer

Propagation
Channel

Power |: Energy Energy :| Power
Source | :|Transmitter : : Receiver | : Drain

t t
Ppe Pryp Prp Ppe

Figure 2.1: The block diagram of a generic wireless power transfer
system, consisting of an ET and an ER, separated by a wireless
channel, where PY. is the DC power at the transmitter, P&¢
the transmitted RF power, P%e the received RF power, and P
the harvested DC power.

Figure 2.1 shows a generic WPT system consisting of an ET and an ER that
are separated by a propagation channel. At the transmitter, the DC power Pf
is used to generate the RF signal that propagates through the wireless channel,
carrying the power P§p. After passing through the channel, this RF signal arrives
at the antenna of the ER with the power Pgp. Subsequent to its collection by
the receiving antenna, the received RF signal then gets converted to a DC current
with the power Pf, which can then be used to power a device. We want to make
this harvested power, P, as large as possible by maximizing the efficiency of the
system.

During power transfer, the waveform of the transmitted signal plays a crucial
role in determining the efficiency of the system. As highlighted in the introduc-
tion, this work aims to maximize the power harvested at the receiver. Studies,
such as [19], have demonstrated that using a multi-sine based signal, offering high
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Peak-to-Average Power Ratio (PAPR), maximizes the power harvested by the re-
ceiver, by allowing the receiver to operate at a higher efficiency. Therefore, this
thesis exclusively focuses on waveforms based on multi-sine signals. Among these,
multi-sine transmissions such as OFDM have been considered. OFDM, with its
capability to reach a high PAPR, is already used in cellular systems and is ex-
pected to be used in the next generation of wireless systems. This means that it
is particularly interesting to investigate OFDM for possible integration of cellular
communications with WPT.

2.2 End-to-End Efficiency of a WPT System

In order to design an efficient WPT system, the first step is to describe and
quantify what is meant by efficiency. The end-to-end efficiency of the entire system
is described as

bC
= . 2.1
Phe ®1)

Since the WPT system consists of an ET, a channel and an ER, the end-to-end

efficiency can be factored into a product of three distinct efficiencies as

T
_ I'pc _
e= Pl =e1-€9-e€3, (2.2)

where e; is the DC-RF efficiency, e5 is the RF-RF efficiency and e3 is the RF-DC
efficiency.

Initially, one may assume that independent maximization of the three effi-
ciencies stated in (2.2) would suffice to improve the overall end-to-end efficiency.
However, due to the non-linear characteristics of the transmitter and receiver, all
three efficiencies must be considered simultaneously. This crucial aspect becomes
evident as we venture into more in-depth explanations of these efficiencies in the
following sections. In particular, it will become evident that, as a result of the
non-linear behaviours, waveform properties that improve one of the three efficien-
cies may reduce the other two. To understand the intricate connections between
the different efficiencies, let us first start by looking at the ET in the next section.

2.3 Energy Transmitter and DC-RF Efficiency

RF signal
PA ——| BPF

Figure 2.2: The structure of an ET consisting of a single RF chain
with a single antenna, the PA block is the power amplifier and
the BPF block is the bandpass filter.
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The ET is responsible for generating and transmitting signals through the
wireless channel. At the ET, a DC power source is used to generate the baseband
signals, which are then upconverted to RF. After that, depending on whether a
single or multiple antenna transmitter is employed, the generated RF signal will
pass through either a single or multiple RF chains. Figure 2.2 shows a basic
structure of an ET with a single RF chain, consisting of a Power Amplifier (PA),
Bandpass Filter (BPF) and a transmitting antenna. The RF signal at the input
of the RF chain is firstly amplified by a PA, filtered through a BPF, and finally
fed into the transmitting antenna.

2.3.1 DC-RF Conversion Efficiency

t
PDC

in t
Pre e

Figure 2.3: A power amplifier schematic with power notations.

Determining the DC-RF efficiency, can be done by evaluating the relationship
between the transmitter’s output power level and its input power. Assuming that
everything in the transmitter shown in Figure 2.2 operates in a lossless manner
except for the PA, then one can find e; by calculating the efficiency of the PA.

Figure 2.3 shows the basic structure of a PA, where P}y is the output power
from the input power Pfi{’“F and the DC power supply Pj. From these quantities,
e; can be found as

(2.3)

Incorporating the effect of the input RF signal, the efficiency, referred to as power-
added efficiency, is expressed as

t in
PRF_PRF

(2.4)
P

€Power—Added =

In this thesis, the measure in (2.3) is used for the DC to RF conversion efficiency.

2.3.2 PA and Non-linear Behaviour

The PA is an active electronic device that takes an input signal and outputs it
with a higher power. Ideally, the output signal should be identical to the input
signal except that it has a higher power. However, PAs are unable to do that since
they are non-linear devices. This non-linear behaviour depends on several factors
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such as device characteristics, operating conditions, and input signal amplitude.
Non-linearity in power amplifiers generates undesirable harmonics and other types
of distortion which alter the input signal waveform. This distortion degrades
the efficiency of the amplifier and leads to potential interference with adjacent
frequency bands. In this thesis, the amplifier and its non-linearity is modeled as a
Solid-State Power Amplifier (SSPA) using the Rapp model [20],

Gz™(t)

[1 + (qi(m)w]ﬁ

where x°"() is the output signal and 2" (t) is input signal. This model uses three
key parameters to effectively capture the distortion caused by the amplifier and
represent its saturation behaviour. Firstly, the parameter G represents the small-
signal amplifier gain. The parameter Ag represents the saturation voltage of the
amplifier and lastly, 8 is the smoothing factor which controls the smoothness of
the transition between the linear region and the saturated region.

Figure 2.4 depicts the characteristics of the PA as described above. It can be
noted that the gain of the PA is related to the slope of its response inside the
linear region. Additionally, the maximum power that the amplifier can output is

2 .
Pout — A= which is achieved at the input power P2

ot 55 e For the black solid curve,
B is infinite since the transition from linear to non-linear region is instantaneous.
The figure also demonstrates the decline in the transmitter efficiency caused by the
non-linear characteristics of the PA. It becomes noticeable that beyond a certain
threshold, increasing the input power does not translate to a proportional increase
in the output power due to the saturation of the amplifier.

Figure 2.4 also highlights one common method that is used to mitigate the
non-linear behaviour of an amplifier, i.e., by having a "back-off" to ensure that the
amplifier operates in the linear region. This is done by first deciding an operation
point, which is a point in the response graph where the desired behaviour of the
amplifier is attained, and after that intentionally limiting the power of the amplifier
so that this operation point is achieved. In general, backing-off can be done either
through Output Back-Off (OBO) or Input Back-Off (IBO), where OBO puts a
normalization factor on the output power of the amplifier, while IBO is done
through normalization of the input. These concepts are useful for our case since
we want to reduce the distortion of the PAs and maximize the DC-RF efficiency.
However, it should be noted that in the end it is the amplitude of the signal that
determines how much it will be distorted due to the non-linear behaviour of the
PA. This is why the efficiency of the ET can still suffer when transmitting a high
PAPR OFDM signal, even if the signal has a low average power.

(1) = , (2.5)

2.4 Propagation Channel and RF-RF Efficiency

WPT systems heavily depend on the propagation channel properties to transmit
RF signal from the ET to the ER. A comprehensive understanding of propaga-
tion channel effects is crucial for the design and optimization of WPT systems.
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Figure 2.4: Comparing the characteristics of simplified PA (solid
black curve) with a realistic PA (dotted red curve). The concept
of IBO and OBO is illustrated.

Characteristics such as path loss, small-scale fading, shadowing, and multi-path
propagation have significant influence on the design of transmit waveforms for
maximum received power at the ER.

2.4.1 RF-RF Conversion Efficiency

The second efficiency of the WPT system, e, is the RF-RF efficiency which indi-
cates the effectiveness of conversion of RF power at the transmitter into RF power
at the receiver, after passing through the propagation channel, as

T
PRF

= _REF (2.6)
Py

€2

The RF-RF efficiency is typically the lowest efficiency of the three included in
(2.2). The reason for this is mainly due to path-loss, since the signal experiences
significant attenuation as it propagates over the distance between the ET and
ER. Several strategies could mitigate this to a certain degree, such as leveraging
antennas with high directivity or, as will be seen in the following subsection, using
large arrays combined with beamforming strategies.

2.4.2 Array Gain

Combating path-loss in order to increase the efficiency of the WPT system can
be done through intelligent use of the signal propagation environment by tech-
niques such as adaptive energy beamforming. This technique enhances the RF-
RF efficiency in WPT by directing transmission signals to a specific direction, by
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adjusting the phase and amplitude of the signals. Directing the signals in this
manner can increase the power at the receiving antenna by the array gain. As the
name implies, to achieve this gain, the transmitter has be in the form of an array
which means that it has to be equipped with multiple antennas. This array gain
is proportional to the size of the array in terms of number of antenna elements.
For this reason, the use of an ET with a massive number of antennas such as in
massive Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (MIMO) or its extension, LIS, is of huge
interest for WPT applications. LIS is an emerging technology envisioned to be
used in 6G communications with huge arrays comprising hundreds of antennas or
more [21-23].

2.4.3 Channel Knowledge

To achieve the advantages offered by large arrays as mentioned in the preced-
ing subsection and effectively beam-form the transmission towards the ER, the
availability of Channel State Information (CSI) becomes essential. CSI can be
acquired using techniques similar to those developed in wireless communication
systems, such as those based on reciprocity. In those techniques, the Uplink (UL)
channel is estimated through pilot transmissions by the receiver and based on the
UL estimate, the Downlink (DL) channel knowledge is acquired since the radio
channel is the same in the UL and DL [24,25]. There are other channel acquisition
techniques from wireless communications based on feedback [14].

However, since these techniques are developed for wireless communications,
they do not take into account some of the characteristics of WPT. First, while re-
ceivers in wireless communications need CSI for coherent detection of the received
signals, receivers in WPT do not need CSI, since they convert the received RF
signal directly to a DC current. Second, when designing CSI acquisition schemes
for WPT, it is important to take into account the restricted hardware processing
capability of receiving devices. For example, IoT devices in wireless sensing appli-
cations may lack the sophisticated channel estimation or signal processing abilities
of conventional wireless communication systems. Last, it is crucial to consider how
the designed channel acquisition scheme affects the net harvested energy by ex-
amining the trade off between the gain achieved by using the designed scheme
when transmitting versus the power consumed by the ER for the purpose of CSI
acquisition. Addressing these challenges when designing CSI acquisition schemes
for WPT is an area of ongoing research where developments are being made such
as the power probing concept proposed in [26,27] where, to save energy at the ER,
the ER transmits very limited feedback for channel acquisition.
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2.5 Energy Receiver and RF-DC Efficiency

RF signal l
Diode i

and Load
1

Figure 2.5: Block diagram of an ER with a single antenna, featuring
a rectifier that consists of a diode, LPF, and load.

Figure 2.5 shows the third component of the WPT system, which is the ER.
The ER consists of an antenna and a rectifier, commonly known as a rectenna.
The rectifier uses one or more diodes, a Lowpass Filter (LPF), and a load in its
operation. The main purpose of the ER is to collect the RF energy emitted by
the ET. The ER does this through reception of the RF signal by the receiver
antenna, followed by conversion of the received signal into a DC current by the
rectifier. Finally, this DC current is used at the load. Figure 2.6 provides a visual
representation of the equivalent circuit of the antenna and the rectifier when a
single antenna is used. In this work, we use this simple single diode model to
make the analysis tractable. However, there are other more advanced rectifier
models that use several diodes [13].

Antenna equivalent circuit Single-diode rectifier
)
Rin — ( )
Vout t
Rant i_> I I —> ]
1d (t) Lout (t)

Figure 2.6: Circuit model of a single diode rectifier with a single
antenna, low-pass filter, and load resistance.

2.5.1 RF-DC Conversion Efficiency

The third efficiency in a WPT system, the RF-DC conversion efficiency, es, is
written as

Pr
€3 = ?C )
Py
and it refers to the receiver’s ability to convert RF power at its input into DC power
at its output. Assuming that the entire ER is lossless, except for the rectifier, then

(2.7)
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e3 is equivalent to the efficiency of the rectifier.

2.5.2 Antenna Model

The first component in the ER is the receiving antenna which operates as the
interface between the wireless channel and the receiver. As shown in Figure 2.6, we
model the receiving antenna as a voltage source vg(t) followed by a series resistance
R.nt- An antenna receives electromagnetic energy from the wireless channel, then
the energy captured by the antenna is transferred from the antenna to the rectifier
through the matching network. The input impedance of the rectifier is denoted by

Zin = Rin +inn (28)

where R;, and Xj, are the input resistance and reactance of the rectifier, respec-
tively. Assuming perfect matching, Z;, can be written as Z;, = Rj, = Raynt, where
Xin = 0. Then, the input voltage to the rectifier can be expressed as

vin(t) = 0,(8)/2. (2.9)

We define the power received by the antenna as

= e{y(t)?}, (2.10)

where y(t) denotes the RF signal impinging on the receiver antenna, and {-} de-
notes the expectation operator over time, which is the same as integrating over the
period. Based on [15], we assume that all of this received RF power is transferred
to the rectifier. Therefore, by using simple circuit theory, the received power is
also expressed as P = e{viy(t)?}/Rin, and the rectifier input voltage becomes

Uin(t) = y()V/ Rin = y(t)\/Rant- (2.11)

2.5.3 Rectifier and Non-linear Behaviour

The rectifier is an essential component in the ER. The purpose of the rectifier
is to convert the alternating current provided by the antenna into DC current.
Typically, diodes are used in rectifiers which cause the non-linear behaviour of
the ER. In general, the diode is described by its non-linear I-V characteristics
shown in Figure 2.7. The I-V characteristics can be divided into three regions, the
forward bias region, the off state region, and the breakdown region. The region
the diode operates in depends on the voltage drop across the diode vq(t). For a
diode with reverse breakdown voltage vy, and turn on voltage v, it can be seen
that when vq(¢) > v, the diode operates in the forward bias region which means
that a current iq(t) starts flowing through the diode in the forward direction,
resulting in power being harvested. When —w,, < vq(t) < v, the diode is in
the off state region, which, as the name suggests, means that the diode does not
conduct any significant current. Finally, when vq(t) < —ovp,, the diode operates in
the breakdown region, conducting current in the reverse direction.
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Figure 2.7: Schematic of the diode |-V curve illustrating breakdown
and turn-on voltages. The figure also depicts the three opera-
tional regions for a diode.

The behaviour of the diode can also be observed mathematically by analyzing
the diode characteristic equation expressed in [17], as

vg(t) —(vq (t)+vp,)
iq(t) = is <e e — 1) — by (adw ’ ) (2.12)

where 75 denotes the reverse bias saturation current, vy the thermal voltage with
a typical value of 25 mV, 7 the ideality factor of the diode, and iy, the the diode
breakdown saturation current. The first exponential term governs the behaviour
of the diode when it is in the forward bias region, while the second exponential
term determines the behaviour of the diode in the breakdown region. When the
diode is in the turnoff region then both of these exponential terms are close to
zero and the current flowing through the diode becomes negligible. From this
equation, one can conclude that as the diode voltage vq(t) grows, the current
flowing through the diode increases exponentially resulting in an increase in the
harvested power P5-. This growth continues until the amplitude of v4(t) starts
approaching the reverse breakdown voltage, at which a sudden increase of the
current flowing in the opposite direction occurs. When this happens, the net
current flows in the forward direction, and the harvested power Pj saturates,
since the two exponential terms in (2.12) will grow at the same rate but with
opposite signs, resulting in them taking each other out. Figure 2.8 demonstrates
the effect of this behaviour on the harvested DC power and conversion efficiency
schematically. Since the diode voltage and the received RF power are proportional,
the schematic behaves exactly as described by the general diode characteristic
equation. An increase in the received power increases the harvested power until
the received power becomes so large that the diode voltage reaches breakdown,
then the harvested power saturates and the RF-DC efficiency starts to degrade.
Now that we have described the diode characteristics, let us move on to model
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Figure 2.8: Schematic of the of harvested DC power. The blue
curve represents the harvested DC power Pf vs received input
power Pi. The red curve represents the RF-DC efficiency over
the received input power.

the receiver by analyzing the receiver circuit shown in Figure 2.6. The main interest
is to express the output current, iout (), going through the load Ry, as a function
of the received signal at the input of the receiver y(¢). To do this, we adopt the
approach introduced by [17], and follow their derivations, where in order to capture
the complete behaviour of the diode, they use the model in (2.12). Through
simple algebraic manipulations using nodal analysis on the receiver circuit, the
relationship between input voltage and output current is obtained as

R Vin (1) —iout (t) Ry, . —(in(t)—iout RL, +Vhy)
is (e vy — 1) —ip | e g

diout (t)

dt

Based on [17], the input voltage, vi,(t), is assumed to be a periodic Alternating
Current (AC) signal, the output current, i, (t), is also periodic with the same pe-
riodicity, which we denote with T'. To separate between the periodic and constant
parts of the output signal, we express it as iout(t) = iout + lout (t), Where iqy; and
iout (t) denote the DC and AC components of the output current, respectively. By
averaging the Left Hand Side (LHS) and Right Hand Side (RHS) of (2.13) over T,

we get
) 1 _ioutRp Vin (1) =out (D R,
ZS(Te el I |
T

. (1 fout R, —vhy J —vin () +iout () Ry, dt)
— v | =€ NVt e nvt
T T (2.14)

_ RLC dgout(t) lf = ~
- B L S | (o o)

(2.13)

= Ri,C + tout (t)

= Tout-
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Like in [17], we assume that the capacitance of the LPF is large, i.e., C >> RLL.

As a consequence, the AC component of the output current is small and can be
neglected. This simplifies (2.14) to

. 1 _ioutRyp in ()
ig < ?e nv e e dt —1
T

iou —Vbr —vin(t)
— by <1e S J e dt> (2.15)
T T

= lout-
. 1 vin () 1 Vi (1) . . .
By using the symmetry + {,.e 7 dt = 4 { . e” 7+ dt, which holds since vi,(t) is
assumed to be periodic, and by replacing vi, (¢) using (2.11), (2.15) can be written
as

. 2igut BL=vpy T
1—(2)e nv
3

s

iout Ry, =
e nvt (1 + %) 1 VRangu(t)
= J e v dt, (2.16)
T

where only the LHS has a dependency on i.y;. In (2.16), the RHS is non-negative
which means that

= 1 I is

Tout < 2R <77vt n(a) + vbr) .

Since (2.16) is based on (2.12), it can be noted that the relationship between
rectenna output DC current and the incident RF signal is fully captured. However,
there is an alternative approach for modeling the ER. This approach was first
introduced by [14, 15] where for simplicity, the diode model used only considers
the off state and forward bias regions as

vq (t)
ialt) = i <e G 1) . (2.17)

This simplification can be made as long as the peak RF power at the input of
the receiver is sufficiently low, such that the diode operates far enough from the
breakdown region. Following [14, 15], by Taylor expansion of the simplified diode
characteristic in (2.17), around an operating point vq = a, a tractable diode model
is obtained as

vq (1)

iat) = is(e HE —1) = 3 Ki(walt) - a',
=0

is(en —1), if i =0 (2.18)

a

where k] = e
is

W’ if i=1,...,00.

The current going through the diode, i4(t), is directed through an LPF, as depicted
in Figure 2.6, to remove the high-frequency signal components and output a DC
current. By assuming a steady-state response, employing an ideal LPF (which
allows us to drop the time dependency in vout(t) and ioui(t)), and selecting a =
e{va(t)} = —vout, (2.18) can be expressed as
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o0 0
ia(t) = kb + D K(va(t) — vou)’ = Kb+ Y. Ko (1), (2.19)
i=1 i=1
Replacing v;, (t) with (2.11), (2.19) becomes
= ko + Z KR y(1)". (2.20)

The output current going through the load oyt is found by taking the DC com-
ponent of i4(t) which is the time average of the current going through the diode,
and is written as

. . 2 i
ious = efia(t)} = k) + Z KRy, (2.21)
122, even
where we have truncated the series to ng terms where ng is a positive even integer
since e{y(t)"} = 0 for all odd values of i. Since k} are functions of a = —vy; =
— Ry iout, we use an approximation of the output current as

no
2
o=y, kiRbe(y(t)'),
=2, even (222)

where k; = ———
'(”f’Ut)

Now, we have an explicit current measure zpc that is expressed with diode charac-
teristics k; that are independent of the operating point a. Note that the approxi-
mation zpc is particularly useful for optimization, since a waveform that optimizes
it also maximizes ioyt. Finally, ng = 4 is chosen so that (2.22) becomes

Z2DC = kgRant{f{y(t)z} + k4Rint€{y(t)4}, (223)

which represent the linearity of the diode current with the first term, while the
non-linearity is characterized with the second term.

Now, let us move on to discuss how to maximizes the RF-DC efficiency. From
Figure 2.6, it can be seen that to maximize this efficiency, the average current going
through the diode has to be as large as possible. As we saw in the analysis of the
diode, the average current going through the diode increases exponentially with
the amplitude of the diode voltage vq(t), until the breakdown region. This means
that if we stay within the forward bias region, for a given average signal power,
higher amplitude signals y(t) will lead to better RF-DC efficiency. However, there
is a restriction to this. Assuming that the received signal is a multi-sine signal
that can be expressed as a superposition of N sinusoids, with a pulse length §,
and a period T, then it seems necessary to establish a bound on the PAPR of this

signal as

5 RL, — Ront
PAP opt _ L “lamt 2.24
R<— R (2.24)

where dopt is the optimal pulse length. If the PAPR of the received signal is higher
than this bound, then the harvester efficiency experiences a dramatic drop. We
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Figure 2.9: RF-DC efficiency as a function of the relative pulse
length /T

present the above bound without any proof, as it goes beyond the scope of this
work. However, we demonstrate the bound in (2.24) with Figure 2.9. We move
through this figure from right to left by increasing the number of tones, since
for our multi-sine signal, a bigger N will lead to a smaller §. Now, by keeping
the period and average power of the signal unchanged, this shorter § leads to a
higher PAPR which leads to a higher current going through the diode. At some
point, current flowing through the diode reaches a magnitude where the power
dissipated across the antenna resistance becomes considerable. This leads to a
significant drop in the harvester efficiency, which is reflected in the figure, since
as we continue traversing from right to left, we eventually move past the point
of maximum efficiency, which is achieved when § = d,p¢. To avoid reaching this
efficiency drop, the number of tones has to be chosen in a way that keeps the
PAPR within the bound in (2.24).

From the above explanation, the difficulty of finding waveforms that maximize
the scaled output DC current emerges. The non-linearities of the transmitter
and receiver create the difficulty where a waveform that maximizes the DC-RF
efficiency, contradicts what a good waveform should be for maximizing the RF-
DC efficiency.

It can be noted that we have chosen to use two ways of representing the
relationship between the received signal and output DC current. As mentioned,
the relation presented in (2.23) is based on the assumption that the diode at the
rectifier is operating far from its breakdown region. In most WPT scenarios, this
assumption holds true due to path-loss, resulting in relatively low peak received
RF power. However, as discussed in Subsection 2.4.2, using large arrays can vastly
improve RF-RF efficiency, leading to high peak RF power at the receivers input.
In such cases, the diode can reach its breakdown region, necessitating the use of
the more accurate relation in (2.16) that takes into consideration the full diode
behaviour. In the following chapters, we will adopt (2.23) for designing optimal
waveforms in systems with a limited number of antennas and subcarriers, while
for larger systems, where the potential for diode breakdown exists, we use (2.16).
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Chapter 3

Signal Model and Waveform Design

This chapter primarily focuses on the signal model used in this work and various
waveform design strategies. Chapter 3.1 provides a comprehensive overview of
the signal model. In Chapter 3.2, we discuss the optimization based approach
to waveform design and the challenges associated with this approach. Finally,
in Chapter 3.3, we introduce an alternative waveform design approach and its
corresponding simulation framework.

3.1 Signal Model for Multiple Antenna Transmitter

| | LPF :
and Load |:

Figure 3.1: The WPT structure with non-linear PAs and rectenna.

As described earlier, we focus, in this thesis, on waveform design for a single
user WPT system where the ET consists of a massive number of antennas. Figure
3.1 illustrates a block diagram of such a system, used in [18], consisting of an M-
antenna ET, and a single-antenna ER. In this figure, #1?(¢) and 302 (¢) represent
signals at the input and output of the m-th PA respectively. z!" (¢) is the complex
transmit signal, which is at the output of the m-th BPF and ﬁm(t) the time domain
impulse response representing the channel from the m-th transmit antenna to the
ER. Finally, y(t) is the received signal at the ER. As previously mentioned, we
assume that transmission in the ET is based on OFDM. Let us assume that each
OFDM transmission consists of N different subcarriers in the frequency band
[ fmins fmax] with bandwidth B = fiax — fmin in hertz (Hz).

21
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Assuming W}‘lnm is the input complex weight of the n-th subcarrier at the m-th
antenna, and f, is the frequency of the n-th subcarrier, the complex input signal,

#11(¢), can then be expressed as

N—-1
En(t) = > V2w, et (3.1)
n=0

This signal is then amplified through the PA. Using the Rapp model from (2.5),

the amplified complex signals, 274 (t), is given by

PN = frsea () = —— O 652)
|1+ (e | |

The signal #02(¢) then passes through an ideal BPF before its transmission.
The complex transmit signal on the m-th antenna is written as

N—-1
Fr(t) = ) 2w, et (3.3)
n=0

where W is the transmit complex weight of the n-th subcarrier at the m-th

n,m

antenna. Wffm can further be expanded into polar form as
Wil = Same’®m, (3.4)

where S, ,, = |W,‘;rm| >0 and ¢ = 4%}:,” € [0,27) represent the amplitude

and phase of I’/T/;Lfm, respectively. Then, the transmit signal over the wireless
channel at time ¢ on antenna m can be represented as

N-1
() = R{ ) VoW, et
vt (3.5)
= {3 VS, et
n=0

where the operator $ {-} takes the real part of the operand. By using (3.5), the
average RF power of all antennas combined is calculated as

M
Pip = Y ez (%) (3.6)

m=1

The transmit signal then propagates to the ER through the channel, influ-
enced by its impulse response h,(t). We denote this channel impulse response in
frequency, between the m-th antenna at the ET and the receiving antenna, on the
n-th subcarrier, by

ﬁn,m = An,mejwn'm7 (37)
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where A, ,, and ¢,, ,, represent the amplitude and phase of the frequency response
at frequency f, and antenna index m. The received RF signal at the ER then

becomes
M N-1

y(t) =% Y, 3 VR, W, (38)
m=1 n=0

The signal model presented in this section serves a fundamental pillar for subse-
quent maximization of the harvested power. The derived equation for the received
signal offers valuable insights into the characteristics of the WPT system, which
allows for greater understanding of its performance. As we progress, we will use
this signal model to design effective waveforms, in order to attain maximum WPT
system performance.

3.2 Optimization Approach

Using the system model presented in the previous section, we can express the
general waveform design optimization problem like in [18], accounting for the non-
linear behaviours in both the ET and ER. The idea is to find the optimal waveform
that maximizes the quantity zpc, defined in (2.23), for a single user WPT system,
presented in Figure 3.1. This gives the following optimization

\TVItna‘,/)\)‘{it ZDC (Wtr’ V/\\f“) (39)
M 2
1 xtr (t) 1 1 ;
s.t. Z 7J‘ Ve [ tr ]Tﬁ dtngg‘aX,
e 21 ) 1 ()

M N-1 , —

)y wom + Wit < Piax;

m=1 n=0

where it can be seen that zpc is expressed as a function of W and \/K\f“, which

are matrices including all the weights W;rm, and I//V\ﬁbfm, which are the real and

imaginary parts of the complex transmitted weights V’\[/l'ffm that were introduced in
(3.3). In the above, it can be noted that zp is being optimized over the waveforms
only.

Finding the optimal solution to this problem has been done in [18], where they
used a first order Taylor approximation of the above objective function and then
solved it iteratively using SCP in combination with Barrier’s method.

Figure 3.2 illustrates the working principle of the SCP algorithm. First, the
initial weights are chosen according to the power constraints of (3.9). The opti-
mization continues until the main algorithm, Algorithm 1, completes execution.
Within each iteration of Algorithm 1, Algorithm 2 runs several times, and for
each iteration of Algorithm 2, Algorithm 3 is executed a large number of times
(see Appendix B for further details). This nature of the SCP algorithm, using
nested loops, combined with the extensive execution of Algorithm 3, which is im-
plemented using Newton’s optimization method, requiring calculations of gradients
and Hessians of the objective function through matrix operations, poses challenges
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Initial (W', W) Algorithm1 No | Algorithm?2 No | Algorithm3
SCP Barrier’s Method Newton’s Method

e |
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Optimal (W' Wtr)

Figure 3.2: Block diagram of the SCP algorithm. The loop for each
algorithm continues until a required condition is fulfilled, repre-
sented by Yes. If the condition is not fulfilled, it is represented
by No.

in terms of computational complexity. This highlights the main weakness of using
SCP for problems with a large number of antennas or subcarriers, since the num-
ber of iterations required, and the computational time per iteration, quickly gets
out of hand.
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3.3 Waveform Design for a Large Number of Antennas and
Subcarriers

In a WPT system with a large number of antennas and subcarriers, we consider
that the number of antennas can go up to 256, and the number of tones can reach
several thousands, mainly when dealing with LIS and cellular networks. Due to the
complexity growth discussed in the previous section, performing SCP optimization
becomes infeasible for such large numbers of antennas and subcarriers. As an
alternative, we use MRT for the waveform design when dealing with a large number
of antennas and subcarriers. MRT has been extensively studied in the context of
WPT in various papers [15,17]. Nevertheless, the existing literature has primarily
investigated MRT for WPT under the assumption that the transmitter maintains
a constant efficiency in the waveform that is being transmitted. In this section, we
present waveform design based on MRT, but we take into account non-linearity at
both the ET and ER.

3.3.1 Maximum Ratio Transmission

MRT is a technique used in wireless communication systems to optimize signal
transmission from multiple antennas to a receiver. It employs the concept of
maximizing the received signal power by adjusting the weights of the antennas
based on the CSI [14].

The input weights according to MRT are chosen as

. — mr,
Wilm =/ Piotal © W’ (3.10)

where Pin ;= >0 | Pin | denotes total input power used in the M PAs at the
ET, and PR}, denotes the input power to the m-th PA. This shows that CSI,
H,, 1, is needed to make sure that the signals add up in phase at the input of the
ER. Furthermore, it can also be seen that MRT performs power allocation where
strong sub-channels get more power, and weak sub-channels get less power. It is
important to note that the weights used are the input weights, not the transmitted
weights. These input weights create input signals 7 () by the relation in (3.1).
These input signals will be amplified and may experience distortion by the power
amplifiers, resulting in the amplified weights, Wi‘}n, that form the amplified sig-
nals #P2(t). The distortion significantly impacts the efficiency at the ET, leading
to an increase in the power loss between the input and output power of the ampli-
fiers. Therefore, when selecting input weights using MRT, it is crucial to carefully
consider the distortion level to ensure efficient and effective power transfer. In the
following subsection, we introduce a measure of the distortion level and propose a
method to mitigate it in order to ensure end-to-end efficiency.

3.3.2 Qut-of-band Emission and Power Back-off

Out-of-band (OOB) emission, as described in Subsection 2.3.2, refers to unwanted
signals transmitted at frequencies outside an allowed bandwidth in a wireless sys-
tem. To consider the efficiency of the WPT system and evaluate e, measuring the
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OOB power level, which is the difference between the power of frequency compo-
nents within the allowed bandwidth and those outside of it, serves as an effective
metric. We have chosen to represent the OOB power level of m-th PA as

0OO0B,, = 5{|ﬁ75§ 1} s — 5{|WPA

“om i} > (3.11)

where the subscripts n™ and n°% indicate the subcarrier indices for in-band and
out-of-band frequencies, respectively. Figure 3.3 shows an example of a high peak
signal passing through a PA at the ET. The scenario considers an OFDM signal
with N = 1200 tones as the input signal and a single transmit antenna, M =1 at
the ET. As shown in Figure 3.3a, the input signal has significant peaks that extend
beyond the saturation voltage, Ag, of a PA. When this signal passes through a PA,
the peaks that exceed Ay experience soft clipping, resulting in signal distortion, as
illustrated in Figure 3.3b. Figure 3.4 shows the frequency responses of two signals
in Figure 3.3. By examining Figure 3.4a and Figure 3.4b, we can observe that
the frequency responses of the distorted signal spread over the allowed bandwidth,
leading to OOB power level of -13.18 dB. This value is higher than what is typically
allowed in cellular networks, where the level is usually between -30 to -50 dB.

One approach to decreasing the OOB power level is to use IBO, which involves
reducing the amplitude of the input signal peaks as discussed in Section 2.3. How-
ever, when dealing with a large number of antennas, such as LIS, evaluating M
different P9OP and applying individual IBO to each amplifier will be challenging.
Instead, we propose a practical solution by evaluating the average OOB power
level over all antennas to describe the overall OOB level of the ET with multiple
antennas, denoted as

OOB = £{00B,,}, (3.12)

where £{-} denotes the expectation operator over antennas. Then, we estimate a

corresponding total input power back-off (TIBO) to meet the required power level.
Subsequently, the total input power after applying TIBO becomes

pTIBO _ pin _ TIBO [dB]. (3.13)

total
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(b) A distorted signal after passing through a
PA.

Figure 3.3: High peak OFDM signal before and after passing
through a PA. The signal is created by using MRT where M =1
antenna and N = 1200 tones.
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Figure 3.4: Frequency responses of a high peak signal before and
after passing through a PA, where M = 1 antenna and N =
1200 tones.
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3.3.3 Simulation Framework

Let us now take a look at the simulation framework that has been implemented
using MATLAB for the investigation of the MRT waveform design. The block
diagram in Figure 3.5 shows all the different steps.

At the ET, firstly, we decide on the total input power and choose the input
weights, W*, with M antennas and N tones, by using MRT, based on the CSI
according to (3.10). Afterward, the input weights are transformed into the time
domain by performing Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) creating the complex
input baseband signal', :Tanb [k]. To sample the baseband signal, we approximate
that its frequency components are limited to within the range of [0, ff?*], where
for® = kINA,. Here, x denotes the upsampling coefficient, and Ay is the subcar-
rier spacing. Then, the sampling frequency is set at 2k NA; based on the Nyquist
sampling theorem. Consequently, £ = 0,...,2kN — 1, denoting the index of the
discrete baseband time signal. Then, the SSPA model is applied to simulate the
PA’s non-linearity, resulting in the complex amplified baseband signal, igﬁ[k].
Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) is then performed on this signal to obtain the am-
plified weights, WPA, Next, OOB power level is evaluated based on the in-band
and out-of-band frequency responses of WFA, If the OOB level does not meet
the required level set in the system, the necessary TIBO is calculated to meet the
condition. The total input power of the system is adjusted accordingly, and the
process is repeated. If the OOB level meets the requirement, the amplified weights
go through an ideal BPF 2 that selects only the weights inside the allowed band-
width. This filtering process results in the complex transmitted weights denoted
as W,

Now, W' which are designed at the ET, pass through a propagation channel,
resulting in the complex received baseband signal, gpp[k]. Finally, to assess the
performance of the designed waveform, the output DC current, ioy; is calculated
by using (2.16).

'In our system, we choose to sample the baseband signal instead of directly sampling
the RF signal as it offers the advantage of quicker simulations. To avoid aliasing, the
sampling frequency of the bandpass signal should be higher than f. + BW/2. However,
this results in a large number of samples, requiring higher computational resources for
processing.

2One might be concerned that implementing an ideal BPF is impractical. Indeed,
implementing an ideal BPF with perfect frequency selectivity is challenging in practice
due to various real-world limitations. However, by applying TIBO and reducing the
OOB power level before the BPF, the impact of out-of-band frequency components is
significantly mitigated. This makes the approximation of the ideal BPF feasible, ensuring
sufficient out-of-band signal suppression.
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Figure 3.5: Block diagram of the MRT simulation.
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Based on the simulation framework described, the focus will now shift to pre-
senting the simulation results in the upcoming chapter.



Chapter 4

Simulation Results

This chapter presents the simulation results of the two waveform design approaches
based on SCP optimization and the MRT scheme described in the previous chapter.
Section 4.1 describes the parameter settings used in our simulations. In Section 4.2,
we show the performance of optimal waveforms achieved by the SCP algorithm.
In Section 4.3, we present and analyze simulation results focusing on the use of
MRT as a feasible solution in scenarios with a large number of antennas, where we
provide a better understanding of the resulting performance for different parameter
sets and channel conditions.

4.1 Parameters Settings and Simulation Assumptions

Our simulation framework concerns a cellular network environment, using the
parameters outlined in Table 4.2. To demonstrate the impact of the antenna array
at the ET, we systematically vary the number of transmit antennas up to M = 256.
Furthermore, we adjust the values of the SSPA parameter, 3, to observe the effects
of varying the amplifier quality. For the ER, we use a single receiving antenna,
with an antenna resistance, R,yt, of 50, assuming perfect matching with the input
resistance Ry, = 502. Additionally, we follow the diode parameters specified in
the SMS-7630 datasheet, where vy is at 25.86 mV assuming room temperature.
The resistance of the load, Ry, is set to 20 k2.

For our channel parameters, we set the carrier frequency, f., to be 5.18 GHz
with pathloss at -56 dB. We place subcarriers in an allowed bandwidth of 20 MHz,
centered within the total bandwidth of 30.72 MHz, while the remaining bandwidth
serves as guard bands. OFDM is employed, with the number of used tones N as
equally spaced subcarriers across the allowed bandwidth to achieve a high peak
signal. The frequency of the n'" subcarrier, denoted as f,, follows the equation
fn=fo+(n—1)-Ag, where fy represents the frequency of the lowest subcarrier,
and Ay denotes subcarrier spacing. Aj is set to 15 kHz, where 1200 represents the
maximum number of subcarriers within the 20 MHz bandwidth. Furthermore, we
set the limit on the number of selected tones, N'"™ to 20 to prevent a reduction
in harvester efficiency, thereby adhering to the specified PAPR limit in (2.24). By
considering our load and antenna resistance values, we deduce from (2.24) that
the PAPR should be maintained below 40. Through MATLAB simulations, we
have observed that a PAPR below 40 is attainable for N values below 20. The

31
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spacing between used tones is calculated as [%J - 15 kHz, where used N tones
are equally spaced in the bandwidth.

Furthermore, we conducted simulations employing diverse channel models,
each characterized by unique correlation attributes, to examine the influence of
channel correlation on WPT performance. The Independent and Identically Dis-
tributed (IID) Rayleigh channel is frequently used in practice. This channel as-
sumes that the random fading process is statistically independent and maintains
an identical distribution across antennas and subcarriers. It serves as a widely
adopted and fundamental representation of propagation channel characteristics.
However, it may not capture the intricacies of realistic channel properties. In
addition to the IID channel, we integrate four additional channel models, each
described as follows:

— Rayleigh channel with correlation across both antennas and subcarriers
— Rayleigh channel with correlation across only subcarriers

— Rayleigh channel with correlation across only antennas

Propagation channel in the free-space environment

Firstly, for the Rayleigh channel with correlation across both antennas
and subcarriers, we assume that each antenna and subcarrier correlates with
its 10 closest neighbors. This specific channel model is used as a benchmark
for evaluating the performance of WPT, offering a moderate level of correlation.
It serves as a reference point for comparison against the subsequent two highly
correlated channel models.

Additionally, we introduce a Rayleigh channel with correlation across
only subcarriers to demonstrate a correlation among different frequency com-
ponents. Within this configuration, we assume that each subcarrier is correlated
with its 100 nearest neighboring subcarriers. Similarly, for a Rayleigh channel
with correlation across only antennas, we assume that each antenna is corre-
lated with its 10 nearest neighboring antennas. This representation captures the
concept of antenna-correlated channels.

Lastly, we incorporate a propagation channel in the free-space envi-
ronment. This channel model assumes a scenario occurring in an unobstructed
free-space path between the transmitter and receiver. Within this setup, both an-
tennas and subcarriers are fully correlated. Figure 4.1 illustrates the attenuation
of the five introduced different channels, providing a graphical understanding of
their distinct correlation characteristics. The depicted scenarios use a path loss of
56 dB, 1200 tones (N = 1200), and 128 antennas (M = 128).

Remark: We apply all of the different channel models mentioned in this subsection
for MRT, whereas for the SCP, we limit ourselves to the IID Rayleigh channel.
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Channel SCP
IID channel v
Correlation across antennas and subcarriers -
Correlation across only subcarriers -
Correlation across only antennas -
Free-space channel -

&\&&&%

Table 4.1: Simulated Channel Scenarios.

Now that we have described the simulation assumption and parameter set-

tings, let us move on to the simulation results of the two waveform designs in the
framework.
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Table 4.2: Summary of parameters within the system framework.
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4.2 SCP Optimization

In this section, we present the simulation outcomes from the SCP optimization,
which we described briefly in Section 3.2 as one of our waveform design approaches.
Through these results, we study the impact of both the number of antennas and
tones on the performance of zpc. Additionally, we analyze how the SCP opti-
mization allocates power across optimized transmitted weights, providing a better
understanding of the chosen waveform design for increasing zpc performance.

In the following, we will analyze the performance of the SCP algorithm while
varying the number of antennas and tones. Due to the algorithm’s complexity, we
will limit the size of variables to small values, with the number of antennas, M,
and the number of tones, N, set to a maximum of 8.

421 Influence of Number of Antennas

In this subsection, we analyze the zpc performance as a function of maximum
transmit power for the different number of antennas and a certain number of
tones.

Figure 4.2 shows us the zpc performance for the antenna number, M, equals
to 1, 2, 4, and 8 and when the number of tones, IV, is set to 2. In the figure, we
see how zpc changes for different transmit antenna configurations. As expected,
a higher number of antennas results in better performance. This is mainly for
two reasons: i) A higher number of antennas leads to a higher array gain which
increases the RF-RF efficiency leading to a higher power level at the input of the
receiver. i) we see that as the number of antennas increases, the value at which
zpc converges and becomes constant increases. This is because a higher number
of antennas is equivalent to increasing the number of transmit chains, leading to
the total transmitted power being distributed over a higher number of transmitter
amplifiers. Because of this, the signal going through the individual amplifiers at the
ET have lower powers for setups with a higher number of antennas, which makes
these amplifiers operate further away from their saturation voltages, allowing for
convergence at a higher maximum transmit power.

422 Influence of Number of Tones

We move on to study the zpc performance as a function of maximum transmit
power for the number of tones, N, equal to 1, 2, 4, and 8, and when the number of
antennas, M, is set to 2 in Figure 4.3. Here, we see a higher number of frequency
tones gives better zpc performance. However, this is not as dramatic as the
improvement we witnessed with increasing the number of antennas. The increase
in zpc performance for the higher number of tones is explainable because as the
number of tones increases, the received signal gets a higher PAPR. A higher PAPR
leads to a more peaky signal, so more of the power is concentrated in the non-
linear region of the diode. This means that a higher number of tones gives better
efficiency at the receiver. With this information, one may think that we have to
transmit in as many tones as possible. However, after a threshold, the diode will
eventually enter its breakdown region, leading to a saturated level of zpc even
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Figure 4.1: Attenuation of different Rayleigh channels with N =
1200 tones and M = 128 antennas. The color bars are in dB
scale. To improve visibility, the attenuation range is [-70, -50]
dB, even though the Rayleigh channel exhibits a larger variation.
This is done by assigning a consistent color (dark blue) for values
of -70 dB or below and another (yellow) for values of -50 dB or
above.
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with higher power and peak levels. This phenomenon reduces the efficiency of the
rectifier, as discussed in [17].

4.2.3 Power Allocation of Waveforms Optimized by SCP

While we have inspected the influence of increasing the number of antennas and
tones on the zpc performance, the current set of results may not provide a con-
clusive understanding due to the configuration being limited by the complexity
of the algorithm. Here, we analyze the optimized transmitted weights achieved
through SCP in this subsection. This is to better understand the strategy of opti-
mal waveform design and provide suggestions for designing waveforms for systems
with larger number of antennas or tones.

Our analysis focuses on investigating the power distribution of the optimized
waveform across various subcarriers and antennas. This is achieved by comparing
each weight with its corresponding channel coefficient. In Figure 4.4, the power
allocation of the optimized transmit weights is shown with the channel coefficient
where we set the number of tones, IV, and antennas, M, as follows: 2 tones and
4 antennas, 4 tones and 4 antennas, and 8 tones and 2 antennas. In this visual-
ization, the maximum transmit power is set to 15 dB so that the signals at the
ET do not experience significant distortion by PAs. Upon inspecting the figure,
it becomes evident that power distribution across antennas and subcarriers differs
from the channel strengths. Notably, the behaviour of the SCP algorithm exhibits
similarity to MRT, as stronger sub-channels get higher power allocations than
weaker sub-channels. In conclusion, our investigation suggests that integrating
MRT into waveform design can be a practical approach for enhancing zpc per-
formance. Furthermore, this finding enables a more extended analysis involving a
larger number of antennas and tones, alleviating the complexity associated with
the SCP algorithm.
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4.3 MRT and Large Number of Antennas

This section presents simulation results using MRT for our waveform design. Con-
sidering that the MRT operation in (3.10) is executed only once per channel real-
ization, the computational complexity for waveform design is significantly reduced
compared to the SCP optimization. This reduction in complexity allows for a
larger number of antennas and tones to be used. Therefore, we extended the num-
ber of antennas, M, up to 256 and the number of tones, N, up to 20 — the upper
limit for the number of tones.

The purpose of these simulations is to evaluate the performance of harvested
DC output current at the ER. Since we incorporate the scaled-up antenna number,
leveraging an array gain by a factor of the number of antennas, the assumption of
a significantly small received signal for using zpc is no longer applicable. Instead,
we directly evaluate the DC output current, i, at a rectifier using (2.16). In the
following subsections, we analyze the i,y performance for the number of tones,
scaled-up antenna number, PA qualities, and different channel correlations. More-
over, to account for the efficiency at the ET, we assess the average OOB power
level, OOB, and implement a total input power back-off, TIBO, when the asso-
ciated OOB surpasses a certain level of regulation threshold, i.e., -40 dB in our
setup. The analysis of i1'P© across different parameter values provides a better
understanding of our system’s behaviour in various scenarios.

431 Influence of Number of Tones

In this subsection, we focus on the investigation of the iy,; performance with
respect to the total input power, PI . for varying number of tones. P | is
used to generate input weights using MRT. The parameter configuration includes
M = 128 antennas, 8 = 3, and the average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b).
Additionally, we examine the associated OOB levels with the number of tones.

Figure 4.5 shows the iy, performance for different numbers of tones: 2, 4, 8,
16, and 20, for the specified parameter configuration. As observed in the figure,
lout increases more rapidly with a higher number of tones. This trend aligns with
the observations made in the previous section regarding zpc with varying the
number of tones. It is worth highlighting that iy, also demonstrates improved
performance for a higher number of tones, up to the defined limit. However,
all the curves eventually saturate at the same level, indicating the attainment of
the maximum achievable DC current. This saturation point is reached when the
rectifier starts suffering from diode breakdown.

To provide more analysis on the impact of the number of tones on the iqy;
performance, we can examine the average power of the received signal to achieve
saturation, along with the corresponding PAPR. Figure 4.6 shows the relationship
between received power and the corresponding PAPR as a function of the number
of tones. The result demonstrates that higher PAPR values are associated with
lower required Ptig‘tal to achieve saturation. Specifically, when the number of tones,
N, is 20, the received power measures -31.18 dB, corresponding to a high PAPR of
38.24 in the received signal. This reflects a significantly lower power level compared

to the scenario where the number of tones is 2, and the required P2, is -22.63
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Figure 4.5: i, as a function of total input power for different
number of tones. Parameter configuration: M = 128 antennas,
B = 3, and the average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b).

dB, with a much lower PAPR of 3.96 in the received signal. As a result, it becomes
evident that a higher number of tones leads to a higher peak signal, which enhances
the performance of i.,; at the ER. Conversely, as previously discussed, a higher
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achieve saturation as a function of the number of tones. The
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red dotted curve shows the corresponding PAPR of received
signals.

peak signal can affect the efficiency of the ET, resulting in increased distortion
introduced by the PAs. Figure 4.7 illustrates that the growth of OOB becomes
more pronounced for higher number of tones, N. As N increases, the higher peak
signal easily surpasses the linear operating region of the PAs, leading to an increase
in distortion.

In the analysis of the results, we have observed that higher peak signals allow
us to achieve improved performance at the ER. However, it is essential to know
that higher peak signals also introduce increased distortion, leading to higher OOB
and decreased efficiency of the ET. To address this issue, we have proposed the
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number of tones. Parameter configuration: M = 128 antennas,
B = 3, and the average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b).

implementation of TIBO to mitigate distortion and while retaining the end-to-end
efficiency.

In the following subsection, we aim to investigate the influence of the number of
antennas in scenarios with a large number of antennas. We will consider all aspects,
including the impact of higher peak signals on iy performance, the requirement
for TIBO to meet the OOB regulation, and the potential benefits of using multiple
antennas to enhance system performance.

4.3.2 Scaling up Number of Antennas

Now, we study the performance of iy, for varying number of antennas, M, con-
sidering the end-to-end efficiency. With the configuration on the number of tones,
N, equals to 2, 4, 8, 16, and 20, with § = 3 and the average correlated channel in
Figure 4.1(b), we mainly demonstrate the following aspects: i) the influence of the
number of antennas on iy, and OOB as a function of the total input power. ii)
the required TIBO level at the saturation points of the rectifier and apply TIBO
to understand the attainable DC current considering the end-to-end efficiency,
iOT&,]?O, and the corresponding input power, Ptlgt’glIBO. Additionally, for cases where
OOB is lower than the OOB regulation, we provide further understanding into the
increase in the distance that a device is charged in our system.

Figure 4.8 shows the behaviour of i, as a function of the total input power,
Pin |, along with the corresponding OOB, where the number of antenna, M, is
equal to 64,128, and 256. Here, let us consider two cases where the number of
tones, N, equals 2 and 20. The "*" marker in Figure 4.8 indicates the saturation
point, which is driven either by the breakdown of the rectifier at the ER, reaching
the maximum attainable DC current, or by the non-linearity of the PAs limiting
the transmit power level.

In the figure, it can be noted that 7., exhibits a more rapid increase with
higher values of M. This behaviour can mainly be attributed to two reasons. First,
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increasing the number of antennas makes the power across them more distributed,
leading to lower input signal levels for the PAs. Consequently, OOB in the PAs
can be reduced, allowing the PAs to operate in a more linear region. This decrease
in OOB results in reduced distortion and improved performance. The blue dotted
line in Figure 4.8(a, left) shows the impact of the PAs’ non-linearity on iy, in a
scenario with a relatively small number of antennas, M = 64, and a small number
of tones, N = 2. This scenario requires higher P[", | to reach saturation, and
the saturation DC current is 8.74 dB lower than the maximum current due to the
non-linearity of the PAs. However, as the number of antennas increases, this effect
is mitigated. With more antennas, the system requires a lower Ptigtal level to reach
saturation, and a higher saturated DC current is achieved. Figure 4.8(a, right)
shows that the corresponding OOB is also mitigated by increasing the number of
antennas. This demonstrates the advantages of using a larger number of antennas
in improving system efficiency and reducing OOB emissions caused by the PAs’
non-linearity.

Another reason for the different i, performance concerning the number of
antennas is the associated array gain achieved by implementing MRT. In Figure
4.8 (b, left), where the number of tones is 20, and the required input power level is
low, we can avoid the non-linear effects of the PAs, thereby showing the variations
mainly attributable to the array gain. As we double the antenna number, the
gain between the curves is approximately 3 dB, as expected based on 10log(M),
demonstrating the benefits of array gain in enhancing i, performance.

However, it is worth noting that specific saturation points marked with "*’ on
the figure surpass the OOB regulation. As we have previously discussed, higher
levels of OOB indicate increased distortion, which ultimately reduces the efficiency
of the ET. To maintain the desired efficiency, we systematically apply TIBO. For
instance, considering the blue dashed curve in Figure 4.8 (b, right) with P98 =
—20.32 dB, TIBO of 5 dB is introduced to meet the regulation. As a result, the
adjusted total input power becomes pnTIBO 7 dB, resulting in a resultant

ilIBO — _70.98 dB, which is 11.53 d]g)t?éwer than the maximum DC current.
This value represents the DC output current considering the end-to-end efficiency.
By extending these steps to all scenarios, Figure 4.9 presents an overview of the
overall i'1BO  the required TIBO level, and PP for various number of tones
and antennas. The figure mainly shows that smaller values of M require greater

TIBO, resulting in lower i112© for our system.

out

Now, let us focus on the scenarios with M = 128 antennas and M = 256
antennas. We observe that we are already adhering to the OOB regulation without
any TIBO, except for M = 128 antennas with N = 2 tones. This provides an even
larger margin to increase the input power up to the OOB regulation. The extra
margin gained can be used to improve the system’s transmission capabilities. By
increasing the input power at the ET, we can adjust the OOB level to fall on -40
dB. This additional input power can then increase the distance we can charge the
device, thereby enhancing the system’s overall range and coverage. Figure 4.10
illustrates the additional ti(‘)‘tal, corresponding extra margin, and the extra distance
we can gain for the number of antennas and tones, calculated based on a free-space
assumption. As expected, the figure highlights that a larger number of antennas
leads to greater extra distance, reaching up to +205% additional distance where
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Figure 4.8: i,,; and OOB as a function of total input power for
different number of antennas, Parameter configuration: 5 = 3,
and the average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b). Two cases,
the number of tones, N, equals to 2 and 20, are shown.
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M = 256 antennas and the number of tones equals 20. By leveraging the benefits
of more antennas, we can effectively extend the coverage of the WPT system.
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Figure 4.9: Attainable DC current considering the end-to-end effi-
ciency, ilIBO for the different number of antennas and tones.
TIBO and the corresponding inp_ut power level Pt‘::t’glIBO is

shown together. Parameter configuration: 5 = 3, and the

average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b).
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these curves except for M = 64, we achieve maximum output
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4.3.3 Impact of Amplifier Characteristics

Now, we analyze the system performance varying the smoothing factor, 3, in
the SSPA model. The parameter 3, indicates how "smooth" the transition is
between the linear and non-linear behaviour of the PA. Figure 4.11 shows the
actual responses of the SSPA with different values of 8. As shown, when 8 = 1,
the curve appears smoother than the other curves. This smoother response implies
a greater distortion in the output signal, indicating a deviation from the desired
amplification characteristics. Conversely, when [ is increased to 3 and 5, the
response moves closer to the ideal case.

30

Saturation Power

0 10 20 30 40
P [dBm|

Figure 4.11: Actual SSPA responses where G = 1, A, = 0.875 [V]
for different 3. Saturation power is calculated as A2/2.

Roughly speaking, lower 8 values indicate poor amplifier quality. This study
investigates the influence of the PA’s quality on two key parameters: i,, and
OOB. We analyze these parameters for the different number of tones, including
values of 2, 4, 8, 16, and 20, while using M = 128 and considering the average
correlated channel. Additionally, we analyze the impact on iLIBO  along with the
corresponding TIBO level. Furthermore, we explore the potential improvement in
coverage when using different PA qualities, similar to the analysis conducted in
the previous subsection.

Figure 4.12 shows the behaviour of iy, as a function of the total input power,
Pin |, along with the corresponding OOB, where 3 is equal to 1, 3, and 5. We
consider two cases of the number of tones, where N is equal to 2 and 20. From the
subfigures of Figure 4.12 (left), we observe that the i, curves saturate faster as
B increases. This indicates that for higher 5 values, the signals are less affected by
PAs’ distortion, resulting in higher transmitted power levels. This behaviour can
be attributed to a higher 8 leading to a smoother transition between the linear and
non-linear regions of the PA’s response. We can also observe that OOB increases
faster when $ is low, as shown in the subfigures of Figure 4.12 (right), reflecting
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higher distortion due to the poorer quality PAs, and we have found higher OOB
requires more TIBO to retain the efficiency at the ET. Figure 4.13 presents an
overview of the overall i2IBO | the required TIBO level, and P;%1 ™ for various
number of tones and PA quality. As expected, the poor quality of the PAs with
B = 1 requires more TIBO for any value of the number of antennas NN, resulting
in degraded i1!BO performance. On the other hand, we can observe that the
performance of the two cases of 8 being equal to 3 and 5 shows similar trends on

iTTBO while B = 3 has TIBO of 6 dB where the number of tones, N, is equal to 2.

out
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Figure 4.12: i,,; and OOB as a function of total input power for
the different values of 5 on SSPA. Parameter configuration:
M = 128 and the average correlated channel in Figure 4.1(b).
Two cases, with the number of tones, N, equals to 2 and 20,
are shown.
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From the various OOB levels achieved by using different PA qualities, we can
also analyze the influence of PA qualities on the additional distance the device can
be charged from the ET. Figure 4.14 shows the additional Pi",, we can obtain at
most to adhere to the OOB regulation of -40 dB, along with the corresponding
extra distance achievable, for the number of tones and PA qualities. We can
observe that higher values of 3, representing better quality PAs with reduced OOB,
allow for greater additional distance to be achieved. This implies that the quality
of the PAs impacts the system’s capabilities, especially in terms of extending the
charging range for devices.
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Figure 4.14: Additional P», | and the extra distance that can be
achieved for the different values of 5 on SSPAs and PA’s qual-
ities based on free-space assumption. Parameter configuration:
M = 128 antenna, and the average correlated channel in Figure
4.1(b). Note that in all of these curves except for the 5 = 1, we
achieve maximum output current at the ER and OOB = —40

dB.
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4.3.4 Influence of Different Channel Correlations

Now we focus on analyzing and comparing the performance of the WPT system
under different channel correlation scenarios. We aim to understand how chan-
nel correlation variations affect the system’s performance by examining the five
other channel models previously described. Specifically, we will investigate the
impact of different channel correlations on the behaviours of is,, OOB, TIBO

level, attainable DC current i1 [P considering the end-to-end efficiency, and the

corresponding input power, Ptlgt’:lIBO. For the other parameter configurations in
this scenario, we used M = 128 and 8 = 3 on SSPA.

Figure 4.15 shows the iy,4 performance as a function of total input power
along with the corresponding OOB in the five channel models. We consider the
number of tones, IV, to be equal to 2 and 20. Analyzing subfigures in Figure 4.18
(right), the rate of increase in OOB is notably higher for the free-space channel
compared to the other Rayleigh channels. In contrast, Rayleigh fading channels
exhibit remarkably similar trends in OOB. The higher OOB levels in the free-
space channel are because, when implementing MRT on the LOS channel, the
signal becomes more prone to distortion from the amplifiers at the ET. In the
LOS channel, the MRT allocates uniform power across all available subcarriers,
as there is no fading. All subcarriers experience the same channel gain and get
a corresponding PAPR. On the other hand, in Rayleigh channels, the channel
coefficients vary for antennas and subcarriers due to fading effects. When the
channel coefficients are small for certain components, those components may not
provide significant power allocation, and thus, MRT allocates less power to those
components. This results in a reduced PAPR compared to the LOS case. We
can further assess the high distortion experienced by the free-space channel in
Figure 4.15 (b, left). The free-space case demands more input power to achieve
the maximum attainable DC current. This circumstance arises from the reduced
transmit power due to the distortion introduced by the amplifiers dealing with
higher peak signals in the free-space channel.

Figure 4.16 presents an overall view of the attainable DC output current con-
sidering the end-to-end efficiency, i1l the required TIBO level, and correspond-
ing Ptigt’glIBo for different channel models and the number of tones, IV, set to 2, 4,
8, 16, and 20. The figure shows that the free-space channel exhibits higher TIBO
requirements than the other Rayleigh channels, as discussed earlier, due to its
higher PAPR signals. This higher TIBO requirement decreases the performance
of iTIBO for the free-space channel compared to the other Rayleigh channels.

Interestingly, by considering the end-to-end efficiency, the performance of
WPT is better in Rayleigh channels than in a free-space channel. This compari-
son highlights the importance of considering channel characteristics in waveform
design and power allocation strategies for end-to-end WPT systems. By leverag-
ing fading and correlation attributes, the system can achieve better performance,
making it more suitable for practical applications in real-world scenarios.
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Figure 4.15: i,,; and OOB as a function of total input power for
different channel correlations. Parameter configuration: M =
128 and 8 = 3. Two cases, with the number of tones, IV, equals
to 2 and 20, are shown.
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4.3.5 Tone Selection Schemes

In this subsection, we propose a tone selection scheme to enhance the end-to-end
efficiency and show the performance of the proposed scheme in our system using
MRT. The configurations considered are as follow: the number of tones, NV, is equal
to 2,4, 8,16, and 20, M = 128, § = 3, and the average correlated channel. We then
compare the performance with the equally spaced tone selection scheme we used
in our previous simulations as our default tone selection. To better understand
the influence of different tone selection schemes, we include an additional tone
selection scheme introduced in [17], where the strongest N subcarriers are selected,
by computing norms across all antennas, out of all available subcarriers within the
bandwidth, which is 1200 in our case.

So far, the study has provided better understanding into the impact of a high
peak signal on both PAs at the ET and rectifier at the ER. From the analysis,
several aspects can be discussed:

— Impact on ET Efficiency: An increase in the signal peak level consistently
leads to a reduction in the efficiency of the ET. This is primarily attributed
to the distortion introduced by the amplifiers.

— Impact on ER Efficiency: For the ER, a higher peak signal proves to be
beneficial for efficiency up to some N'"™: beyond which the peaks become
too short to charge the capacitor, where N'"™ = 20 in our system.

— Role of PAPR and Received Power: Our simulation results indicate
that increasing the PAPR can significantly enhance the ER, within the lim-
itation of N'™ compared to solely focusing on improving received power
levels.

Based on this understanding, we design a tone selection scheme in which each
antenna selects the N strongest tones from a set of equally spaced N'"™ = 20 tones.
This strategy provides several key aspects: i) By focusing on the selection of only
N tones per antenna, we ensure the efficiency of the ET when operating with a
smaller number of tones, N. ii) With a substantial number of antennas, M = 128,
the chosen tones across all antennas are highly likely to contain the complete set
of N™ = 20 tones, particularly within the context of the Rayleigh channel. iii)
As the transmitted signals are received at the receiver in phase through MRT, the
PAPR of the received signal corresponds to N'™ = 20, maximizing the efficiency
of ER in our setup. By adopting this approach, the proposed tone selection scheme
is composed to enhance the efficiency at the ET, while leveraging the maximum
efficiency at the ER. Figure 4.17 shows the addressed three tone selection schemes
for the number of tones, N, set to 10, M = 128, and 1200 available subcarriers
within the bandwidth. Figure 4.17(a) illustrates the selection of 10 tones, which
are equally spaced 120 subcarriers apart. In Figure 4.17(b), the scheme selects the
10 strongest norms across the antennas out of the 1200 available subcarriers. In
these two schemes, the PAPRs of signals on both the ET and ER are influenced by
the 10 selected tones. On the other hand, Figure 4.17(c) illustrates the proposed
tone selection scheme, selecting the 10 strongest tones out of the equally spaced
N — 90 tones. In this figure, we observe that some antennas choose the same
tones, while others choose different tones, resulting in a combination that covers
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the complete set of N™ = 20 tones. From a PAPR perspective, this tone selection
strategy maintains a consistent distortion level at the ET, where N = 10 tones are
chosen. However, at the ER, we can receive a higher peak signal, where N = 20
tones are used.
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(a) Equally spaced tone selection. (b) N strongest norms selection.
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(c) Proposed tone selection.

Figure 4.17: Different tone selection schemes. Yellow indicates
indices of the selected tones.

Now, our focus shifts to evaluating the proposed tone selection scheme in our
system, comparing it to two other tone selection schemes. We begin by analyzing
the performance based on two key parameters: the DC output current, iy,¢, and
OOB. These parameters are examined for different numbers of tones, specifically
values of 2, 4, 8, 16, and 20, with M = 128, § = 3 for the SSPA, and considering
the average correlated channel. Furthermore, we assess the iL.PO performance,
which is attainable DC current considering the end-to-end efficiency, along with
the corresponding TIBO level, in the different tone selection schemes.

Figure 4.18 displays the iy, performance as a function of the total input
power, along with the corresponding OOB, for different tone selection schemes.
Specifically, two cases are considered: N = 2 tones and N = 20 tones. Analyzing
Figure 4.18(a), where N = 2 tones, the efficiency of the proposed tone selection
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scheme becomes evident. The yellow dashed line in Figure 4.18(a, left) represents
the proposed scheme, requiring a total input power of 12 dB to reach saturation.
In contrast, the equally spaced tone selection requires 24 dB of total input power
considering TIBO, P:;’{;IBO, and the strongest norms selection demands 16 dB.
Notably, the proposed scheme significantly reduces the input power requirement
for achieving the maximum DC current, highlighting its efficiency. Conversely,
when N is set to 20 in Figure 4.18(b), the proposed tone selection aligns with the
equally spaced tone selection, as N equals N which is 20. In this case, the
strongest norms selection outperforms the others by utilizing stronger subchannels,
resulting in improved performance. Figure 4.19 highlights the effectiveness of the
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Figure 4.18: i,,; and OOB as a function of total input power
for different tone selection schemes. Parameter configuration:
M =128, 8 = 3, and average correlated channel. In two cases,
the number of tones, N, is equal to 2 and 20, are shown.

proposed tone selection scheme in achieving the attainable DC output current,
iTIBO “along with the corresponding TTBO and P/%; 1P levels. The figure shows
the performance across different values of N. In cases where TIBO is not required,

which applies to all scenarios except for NV = 2 in the equally spaced tone selection,
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we focus on the Pt‘gt’gllBO level. Tt is important to note that in these cases, P,;gt’:lIBO

is equivalent to P[". |, as no total input power backoff is needed. Analyzing the
curves of Ptigt’gllBO, it is evident that the proposed tone selection scheme demands
lower input power to reach the maximum attainable DC current, corresponding
to the saturation point. This observation holds for scenarios where the number of
tones, N, is less than N'™ = 20.

The demonstrated effectiveness of the proposed tone selection scheme high-
lights its potential to offer more efficient transfer in practical scenarios, thereby
contributing to the improvement of the end-to-end WPT performance.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion and Future Work

5.1 Conclusion

In this thesis, we analyzed two waveform design schemes, focusing on their impact
on DC output current at the ER, considering end-to-end WPT efficiency. We
explored the SCP optimization and MRT scheme as two approaches to waveform
design.

Initially, we investigated the SCP optimization approach, considering a con-
strained configuration with a limited number of tones and antennas due to the
complexity of the SCP algorithm. Through this analysis, we studied the power al-
location strategy of SCP, which is designed to optimize the DC current at the ER,
considering the efficiency of the ET. We observed that the power allocation pattern
in the SCP scheme exhibited similarities to the power allocation achieved through
the MRT scheme. Both approaches allocate more power to strong sub-channels,
leading to similar power distribution strategies.

Building upon this insight, we designed a WPT system based on the MRT
scheme. We further investigated the factors influencing the DC output current
at the ER, taking into account the efficiency of the ET under various scenarios,
including variations in the number of tones, the number of antennas, amplifier qual-
ity, and different channel conditions. This system design enabled us to leverage
a high number of antennas, up to 256, while significantly reducing the computa-
tional complexity compared to the SCP algorithm. As a result of this complexity
reduction, we could extend the number of tones employed in the system to sev-
eral thousand. However, our analysis revealed that as the number of tones, IV,
exceeded a certain threshold, the resulting signals became too short to effectively
charge the harvester, leading to a rapid decline in efficiency at the ER. As a re-
sult, we found this threshold value as the maximum number of tones, N™  and
employed it as an upper limit.

Throughout our investigation, based on the MRT scheme, across diverse sce-
narios, we have several conclusions: i) Elevating the number of tones up to the
maximum value of N amplified the efficiency of the ER, fostering accelerated
growth in the harvested DC current. Nonetheless, this increase in the number of
tones also introduced higher distortion levels in the ET, which can be mitigated us-
ing TIBO and consequently reducing the DC output current. 4i) Leveraging more
antennas contributed to array gain, proportional to 10 -log(M), increasing the re-

99
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ceived power and the DC output current at the ER. As power distribution spreads
across more antennas, the distortion level in power amplifiers is reduced. This
reduction in distortion allowed for higher input power while maintaining a limit
on distortion, thereby extending the coverage area for charging devices. Our setup
with 256 antennas and 20 tones achieved a +205% increase in charging distance.
i11) Amplifier quality plays a significant role in the system’s performance. As ex-
pected, amplifiers of inferior quality, which operate more in non-linear regions,
introduced higher distortion at the ET, leading to reduced DC output current.
iv) Our analysis of different channel correlation scenarios highlighted that uniform
power distribution across tones in a free-space channel, using all tones for generat-
ing a signal, introduced more distortion in power amplifiers compared to Rayleigh
channels, which exploited the effective tones identified by MRT.

Based on our understanding, we introduced a tone selection scheme aimed
at maximizing a PAPR of the received signal at the ER while maintaining the
efficiency at the ET. Furthermore, we demonstrated our proposed scheme outper-
formed the other tone selection schemes: the equally spaced tone selection scheme
and the scheme based on selecting the N strongest norms.

In summation, our thesis contributes an understanding of the complex inter-
play of the MRT waveform design scheme, various system parameters, channel
characteristics, and tone selection scheme in WPT. By studying the intricacies
of these factors, we offer guidance for designing and implementing efficient WPT
systems across a range of practical scenarios. The demonstrated effectiveness of
the proposed tone selection scheme highlights its potential to offer more efficient
transfer in practical scenarios, thereby contributing to the improvement of the
end-to-end WPT performance.

5.2  Future Work

With the purpose of advancing the practical applicability of our research, this sub-
section presents promising opportunities for future study. Specifically, we highlight
the following directions that hold substantial potential for enriching our findings:

— Increase the PAPR constraint at the harvester: Expanding the scope
of investigations to accommodate the higher PAPR constraints holds the po-
tential for further enhancing the efficiency of the ER and the effectiveness
of the proposed tone selection scheme. This expansion could involve exam-
ining various levels of device power consumption corresponding to different
load resistances. Multiple diode rectifiers [13] can potentially increase the
constraints. In our model, deriving the constraint in (2.24) assumes the use
of a simple single-diode rectifier. Investigating the more advanced rectifier
models could provide an additional increase in the PAPR constraint.

— Multiple Users: An fascinating opportunity for further research involves
extending the study to encompass scenarios with multiple users. Investigat-
ing more dynamic waveform design strategies [14] in more complex setups
could provide valuable insights into integrating the system into real-world
applications.
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Appendix A

SCP Theory

The optimization problem in (3.9) has a convex objective function which can be
solved by SCP. In order to solve this problem using SCP, the objective function
has to be linearly approximated by its first-order Taylor expansion at an operating
point. This gives a new optimization problem where its solution is used to find
the next operating point and so on. Doing this we obtain

N—-1 o,
Sal, we a6, we (A1)

1 n=0

Z](:i)C (Wtr’ Wtr —

ﬁM:

I*h iter-

which gives the first-order Taylor expansion of the quantity zpc at the
ation. Here, {dg?m} and {dg)m} represent the sequence of the first-order Taylor
coefficients at the I*!" iteration which are computed by using the previous operat-
ing point (W*r, W”)(l 1), Using this approximation, the optimization problem in

(3.9) can now be written into

Cmax 20 (W', W) (A.2)
wtr_,wtr
M tr
i (t) 1 N
s.t P > [ ptr ]zﬁ dt < Plll?dx’
212TT( G 1zl )
1 M N-1 - P
By Z 7tzrm + Wrtzrm < Prtnrax
2 m=1 n=0 l

Now, Problem (A.2) can be solved by using Barrier’s method. However, this
requires the reformulation of Problem (A.2) such that we do not have non-linear
constraints. This can be done by expressing the optimization problem as follows

2
min  —20L (WS W)+ 3 I(f, (W, W), (A.3)
Wtr’wtr =1

where I(z) is a function that satisfies the following

<
I(z) = {0 forz <0 (A4)
oo forxz>0
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and f1 (W, W) and fo(W*, W) are expressed as

(A.5)

max?

1 M N-1 ) P
tr tr TA/tr tr2 tr
f1 (W W 52 20 AW~ P

Wtr Wtr & tr (t) 1 2%3 th Pm A 6
f2( ) Z=] 2T [1_(,1«%2(]‘))] max* ( . )

In order to make the objective function in (A.3) differentiable, the function I(x)
can be approximated using the relationship

I(z) = —%log(—az) (A.7)

where ¢ is a parameter that determines how close I(z) gets to I(z).
Now, we have an optimization problem where the objective function is differ-
entiable and the constraints are linear.

2
min  —{lL (W', W) —12 (= f, (W', W), (A.8)
Wtrywtr t a=1

To conclude, the optimization problem presented in (3.9) is solved iteratively using
SCP where in each SCP iteration the optimization problem is approximated to
(A.2). Problem (A.2) is then solved using Barrier’s method which uses Newton’s
method.

The entire optimization problem is described in Algorithm 1 which uses Al-
gorithm 2 which in itself uses Algorithm 3. In Algorithm 3 we used F' to denote
the expression in (A.3). It is important to note that in the below Algorithms
1-3, vector notations are used. Furthermore, when it comes to the SCP approach,
the choice of parameters for the optimization algorithm plays a crucial role in
determining the stability and convergence to optimal weights. Table A.1 lists the
parameter set of SCP used in our simulation.
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Algorithm 1: Successive convex programming

Input: (Wtr,wtr)(o), €0 > 0,1« 1;

Output: (W', Wir)*,

Repeat:

1: Compute (a,4)® at the operating point (W', Wtr)(=1
using Taylor expansion;

2: Compute (W, W) using Algorithm 2;

3: Update (Wtr,vAvtr)* «— (Wtr,vAvtr)U);

4: Quit if |[W(0 — W=D | < ¢;

5:le1+1

Algorithm 2: Barrier’s method

Inpl’It: (Wtr’Wtr)(Bo)’ t> 07 UB > 0, €EB > 0;
Output: (Wi, WD,
Repeat:
1: Compute (Wtr,\/ﬂ\f” ) by minimizing Problem (A.8)
using Newton’s Method with initialized point (V_Vtr, \/Z\\Ztr)(Bo)
2: Update (W“,\/R\f“)(l) — (W', Wr);
3: Quit if 2/t < ep;
4: t « upt, (Wtr7Wtr)(B()) - (Wtr’ﬁ/-tr)(l)

Algorithm 3: Newton’s method for optimization

Input: (Wi, W& (Wit Wir)Bo) k1, v>0, ¢, >0

Output: (W', W)

Repeat:

1: Compute the gradient V F' and hessian V2 F for Problem (A.8)
at the point (W', Wtr)(%)

2: Take the next step:
(Wtr7ﬁ/‘tr)(k+l) — (Wtr7\/;\\7tr)(k) _ 7[V2 F]71VF

3: Update (v_vtr,vAvtr) — (W“,Wtr)(kﬂ);

4: Quit if |[WH kD) _ Wink)|| < ¢,

5- (Wtr’ﬁ/'tr)(k) - (Wtr7v/€7tr)(l€+1);

6: ke—k+1
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Parameter Variable Value
€0 1-1073
t 1-107
UB 1.2

€B 5-1078
~ 5-107°
€n 1-107%

Table A.1: SCP optimization algorithm parameters



